Postoperative pneumonia.
Thoracic surgical patients are susceptible to pneumonia because of impaired systemic and lung host defenses. The incidence of pneumonia is higher with more extensive lung resections. Current prophylactic antibiotic therapy is based primarily on general surgical experience with emphasis on wound infection, not pneumonia. With expansion of indications for lung resection to include higher risk patients, there is a need to render antibiotic prophylaxis more specific to bacteria causative of pneumonia.